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Under the Patronage of H.H General Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan 

Abu Dhabi Crown Prince & Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces 

 تحت رعاية الفريق أول سمو الشيخ محمد بن زايد آل نهيان

  نائب القائد الأعلى للقوات المسلحة–ولي عهد أبو ظبي 

ACCESS Abu Dhabi 2009 
Abu Dhabi, UAE  17-19 March 2009 

Supporting Families to empower People with Disabilities 

  

Zayed Higher 
Organization For 

Humanitarian 

Care, Special 
Needs & Minors’ 

Affairs 
  

  

 

 

 

 

مؤسســـة زايـــد العليـــا للرعايـــة 
 الإنسانيــة

وذوي الاحتياجات الخاصة وشؤون 
 القُصّر

 
Conference Program 
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# Name Position Institute Country e-mail Title Time 

Presentations Wednesday 18th Mar 2009 
Opening Sessions : His Excellency Mohammed Mohammed Fadel Al Hameli 

Deputy Chairman of the Board,  Secretary General 
 Zayed Higher Organization 

Session 1:                                                      Session Chair:   Dr. Eman Gaad  
The British University in Dubai 

1  
 
 
 
H. E. Mariam Al 
Qubaisi  

 
 
 
 

Head of SN 
Sector 

 
 
 
 

ZHO 

 
 
 
 

UAE 

 
 
 
 
mqubaisi@zayedhicare.ae 

The experience of 
ZHO in supporting 
families  

 
 
 
 

9:00- 9:25 am 

2  
Kurtis 

Cunningham 

 
Teenager with 

William 
Syndrome 

 
Holland,  

Michigan, 

 
USA 

 
irish4929@att.net 

The Sky is NOT the 
Limit 

 
 

9:25- 9:50 am 

3 
 
 

 
 
 

Dr. John Visser  
 

 
 

Associate 
Professor SEBD 

 
 

University of 
Birmingham 

 
 

UK 

 
 
 

j.g.visser@bham.ac.uk 

Providing a wrap-a- 
round service for 

children and families 
with special 

educational needs. 
An examination of 
provision in a local 

authority in England. 

 
 
 

9: 50- 10:15am 
 

Questions  10:15 – 10:30 am 
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10:30- 11:00 am Coffee Break 
Session 2:                                             Session Chair: H. E. Dr. Abdullah Al Shamsi 

Vice-Chancellor of the British University in Dubai 
 

4  
Professor. Bruce 

Allen Knight  
 

Dean of 
Research of the 
Faculty of Arts, 
Humanities & 

Education at CQ 
University, 
Australia. 

 
 

CQ University 

 
 

Australia 

 
 

b.knight@cqu.edu.au 
The impact of an 

educational program 
on building resilience 

of families and 
carers of people with 

disabilities 

 
 
 

11:00- 11:25 am 

5  
Robert Doyle, 
MA, DDS, MD 

Director of 
Clinical 

Research in 
Pervasive 

Developmental 
Disorders 

Massachusetts 
General 

Hospital / 
Harvard Medical 

School 

 
 

USA 

 
Rdoyle@uhs.harvard.edu 

Integrating 
Psychopharmacolog

y to Enhance 
Function in Persons 

with Autism 

 
 
 

11:25 am – 11:50 
pm 

6  
 
 
 

Chris Goodey 

 
 
 
 

Assistant 
Director 

 
Centre for 
Studies on 
Inclusive 
Education 
(CSIE), UK 

 
 
 
 
 

UK 

 
 
 

chris@csie.org.uk 

 
values into action: 
how thinking about 

fundamental 
philosophy can have 
a practical effect on 
the lives of disabled 

people and their 
families 

 
 

11:50 pm -12:15 
pm 

7 Kathleen Austrin 
& 

Annemarie. 
Neubecker 

Special Needs 
Advisor 

& 
Manager for SN 

ZHO 
& 

ADEC 

UK- UAE 
Australia - 

UAE 
 

advisor@zayedhicare.ae 
& 

Annemarie. 
Neubecker@adec.ac.ae 

@adec.ac.ae 

 
 
 Inclusion in practice 

 
 

12:15-12:40 pm 

Questions  12:40- 12:50 
Lunch and Praying time 12:50  pm – 2:00 pm 

 
Workshops 2:00- 4:00 pm.  
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Presentations Thursday 19th Mar 2009 
Session 3:                                                            Session Chair: Dr. Anwar Sallam 

Consultant Pediatric Pulmonologist: Al-Mafraq Hospital 

1  
 
 
 
 

Prof. Dr. Sir 
Karim Sahar 

Vice-President & 
registrar at 

Weston Reserve 
University 
Senator & 
Minister 

Plenipotentiary- 
International 

Parliament for 
Safety and 

Peace. Honorary 
Chivalric Order 
of  The Royal 

Knights of 
Justice 

 
 
 
 
The Canadian 
Health Sciences 
Institute 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  Canada  

 
 
 
 
 
smile_4_ever@hotmail.co

m 

 
 
 
 
Human Rights and 
Psychological 
Burnout of Caregiver 
and Receiver 

 
 
 
 

9:00- 9:25 am 

2  
 
 
 
 
 

Dr.Esposito 
Gianluca 

  

 
 
 
 

Research 
Fellowship and 

Professor of 
Child 

Psychopathology

 
 
 
 
 
 

University of 
Trento 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Italy 

 
 
 
 
 

gianluca.esposito@unitn.it 

Helping parents of 
children with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders 
(ASD): Italian and 

International 
Intervention 

Programs for early 
screening and the 

building of a 
supportive network 
system for families, 
schools and social 

services 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9:25- 9:50 am 

3 
 
 

 
Elizabeth Janks 

 
Associate 
Director 

Development 
Disabilities 

Institute 

 
USA 

 
e.janks@wayne.edu Family Support. 

Accessing Education 
and Community 
Opportunities. 

 
 
 
 

9: 50- 10:20 am 
Questions 10:20 – 10:30 am 
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Coffee Break 10:30 – 11:00 
Session 4:                                     Session Chair : Dr. Yaqoob Yousef AL kandary 

Kuwait University 

4  
 
Prof. Bob Marek 

 
 
Professor Lublin 
University 

 
 
 
Lublin University 

 
 
Poland 

 
 

bmarek@kul.lublin.pl 

Opening Minds to 
Blindness: 
Facilitating 
educational and social 
inclusion of children 
and students with a 
visual impairment. 

 

 
 

11:00- 11:25 am 

5  
 

Dr. Artemi 
Sakellariadis 

 
Director 

Centre for 
Studies on 
Inclusive 

Education (CSIE 

 
Centre for 
Studies on 
Inclusive 
Education 

(CSIE) 

 
 
 

UK 

 
artemi@csie.org.uk 

What do you see 
when you look at me?  
Constructing “needs” 

and “diversity” by 
weaving observations 

with assumptions 

 
 

11:25 am – 11:50 
pm 

6  
Dina Debaybo 

Dental Director-
Program Director 

in Pediatric 
Dentisity 

 
Boston 

University 

 
USA 

Dubai 

 
Dina.Debaybo@budubai.a

e 
Oral health Care, a 

family project. 

 
 

11:50 pm -12:15 
pm 

7 Dr. Yaqoob 
Yousef AL 
kandary 

 
lecturer 

 
Kuwait 

University 

 
Kuwait 

Alkandari66@hotmail.com The Impact of the 
Inter- marriage on the 
Kuwaiti's Community  

 
12:15-12:40 pm 

 
12:50  - 2:00 pm Lunch and praying time 

 
Workshops 2:00-4:00 pm 

 
4:00-5:00 pm closing Ceremony 
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List of Workshops participants for ACCESS AD 2009 
 

# Name Position Institute Country e-mail Title 
Workshops  18th Mar 2009  2:00- 400 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
1 

 
 
 

Professor Bruce 
Allen Knight 

 
Dean of 

Research of the 
Faculty of Arts, 
Humanities & 

Education at CQ 
University, 
Australia. 

 
 
 

CQ University 

 
 
 
 

Australia 

 
 
 
 

b.knight@cqu.edu
.au 

Strategies that assist parents to maximize 
support for their disabled child in feeling 

emotionally safe in schools 

 
2 

 
Erin  Cunningham 

 
Parent 

 
 

Holland,  
Michigan, 

 
 
 

USA 

 
 

irish4929@att.net 

Don't Find a Door, Build It: 

The Family’s Role in Coordinating Support

Your Child 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3 Prof. Dr. Sir Karim 

Sahar 

Vice-President & 
registrar at 

Weston Reserve 
University 
Senator & 
Minister 

Plenipotentiary- 
International 

Parliament for 
Safety and 

Peace. Honorary 
Chivalric Order 
of  The Royal 

Knights of 
Justice 

 
 
 
 

The Canadian 
Health Sciences 

Institute 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Canada 

 
 

smile_4_ever@ho
tmail.com 

Human Rights and Psychological Burnout 
of Caregiver and Receiver 

4 Prof. Bob Marek  
Professor Lublin 

 
 

 
 

 
bmarek@kul.lubli

Things to do together: Educational 
games for families of blind children, blind 
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University Lublin University Poland n.pl parents of sighted children and for 
mainstream schools. 

. 
5 

Dr. Artemi 
Sakellariadis 

 
Director 

Centre for 
Studies on 
Inclusive 

Education (CSIE 

 
Centre for 
Studies on 
Inclusive 

Education (CSIE) 

 
 

UK 

 
 

artemi@csie.org.u
k 

What do you see when you look at me?  
Constructing “needs” and “diversity” by 
weaving observations with assumptions 

Workshops 19th Mar 2009 2:00-4:00 pm 

1 Dr. Mahmoud Al 
Shathli 

PhD. 
Educational 
Psychologist 

ZHO – Abu 
Dhabi Center for 
Care & Rehab 

Jordan mshathely@yaho
o.com The social games with the child. 

 
 
 

2 
Robert Doyle, 
MA, DDS, MD 

Director of 
Clinical 

Research in 
Pervasive 

Developmental 
Disorders 

Massachusetts 
General Hospital 
/ Harvard Medical 

School USA 

 
Rdoyle@uhs.harv

ard.edu Integrating Psychopharmacology to 
Enhance Function in Persons with Autism 

3 Dr. John Visser  
 

Associate 
Professor SEBD 

University of 
Birmingham UK j.g.visser@bham.

ac.uk Providing Parenting Classes in Schools. 

4 
Dr. Jill England 

 
Consultant 

Michigan 
USA englandjil@aol.co

m 

Through A Different Voice 

 

5 
Dr. Esposito 

Gianluca 
 

Research 
Fellowship and 

Professor of 
Child 

Psychopathology

University of 
Trento Italy 

 
gianluca.esposito

@unitn.it Training for families for educational and 
health purposes 

6 Mohannad Abu 
Dayya 

 

Head of the 
Saudi Center for 

Innovation 
Culture 

Saudi Center for 
Innovation 

Culture 

Saudi 
Arabia 

Mohannad.abuda
yya@gmail.com Don't Stop 

 
 

 


